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in fig. 75, and which is now adopted as the standard
machine in Germany. It consists of a double set of levers
working on knife edges, and the strain is applied by allow-
ing shot to gradually run into a receptacle hanging on the
end of the upper lever. The shot falls into the receptacle
from a reservoir fitted with an automatic cut-off, which
stops the flow immediately the briquette breaks. The can
containing the shot is then placed on a spring-balance

FIG. 74.
weighing machine, which is scaled to show the strain in
pounds at which fracture occurs. With this machine, also,
it is important that the can should hang steadily on the end
of the lever, and also that the shot should run into it in a
steady stream. The author has had considerable experi-
ence of this type of machine, and with careful usage it gives
very satisfactory results; the knife edges of the compound
levers, however, are rather delicate and require careful
cleaning and attention.
Fig. 76 shows the bent lever machine patented by the